



Understanding three information carrying words

These are ideas to develop understanding of three information carrying words in a sentence. For example, “Tom's coat is over there on the peg”.For more information about what information carrying words are, please see the handout ‘Introduction to information carrying words’ on our website.


1. [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=HN.608038803829359077&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]Giving three items on request                        

[image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=HN.607998834863509078&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]Say three things for the child to give you, from a small selection. You could try this in the following games or activities: 
· [image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQqMZ4yOjDJwLwI0q5zk8GAnRm-EZ2RTVY9S_JjrsXGuQ2LfYIeqGCRmTo]Shopping game: Collect objects/food for a pretend shop. Ask the child to go and 'buy' three things.  Take it in turns. For example, “Give me an apple, a banana and a biscuit”.
· Puzzles: Tell the child which three pieces to take out or put back. 
· [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?id=HN.608010457042321870&w=145&h=155&c=7&rs=1&pid=1.7]Posting: Cut a hole in a cardboard box to make a post box. Take it in turns to tell each other to post three pictures or objects.
· Everyday activities: when putting the washing in the washing machine or putting shopping away in the cupboards, ask the child to give you three items.

2. Giving items to people or cuddly toys

Introduce a couple of characters (e.g., dolly and teddy or brother and Granny) with a variety of items to give to either of them.  Ask the child to: 
[image: http://www.evtoys.com/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/e/v/evb01s1145.jpg][image: http://ts2.mm.bing.net/th?id=HN.608048858348848077&w=207&h=143&c=7&rs=1&pid=1.7]give the ball and plate to dolly                                       
give the cup and fork to teddy

etc.

3. Hiding objects            

Placing items in/on/under: Have three places to put things (e.g., bowl, bag, small chair). Collect some objects (e.g., spoon, toy cat, ball, brick). Ask your child to:
[image: Bowl And Spoon Isolated On A White Background Stock Photo - Download Image  Now - Empty Bowl, Bowl, Empty - iStock][image: Wooden Chair (Red) | Tables & Chairs | Bigjigs Toys][image: A dog with a fish in its mouth

Description automatically generated with low confidence]put the dog under the chair
put the spoon beside the bowl
	etc.




Remember that the child needs to wait to hear the full instruction before they start.  Avoid giving extra clues by pointing or looking directly at the objects, as this will mean they do not have to understand any / all of the words. 
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